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Urſuant to my Engagement, I will”, now .4 
draw the Curtain under which either For- . => 


getfulneſs or Mens Tnadvertence has bury'd 
Actions of the greateſt Importance, which if T 
can revive to your Memory in a due Light, it 110 
may be Inſtructive, and a ord wholſome Ad- =_ 
vice to all Europe amidſt the Calamuries which Þ 
now overwhelm it, 1 
I échall prove to you, That the Houſe of =. 
Hie has, in good earneſt, aſpir'd to that Uni- 
verſal Monarchy, Which the Emperor and his 
Miniſters in every Court charge, without 
ground, on the Houſe of Bourbon; and to carry 
this Grand Point, has, from the firſt moment 
wf its Elevation, Mded through thick and 
_ thin, and ſtuck at. none of thoſe unlawful and 


criminal Methods, > — it — 9 1 


the other with putting at preſent in execu- 
tion. 8 
_ God alone, who is the Searcher of Hearts, 
and who inſpects that of Kings, has an Al- 
mighty Penetration into the Soul of the King of 
France, as well as that of the Emperor, and 
knows the Sincerity, or the Falſhood , the 
Innocence, or the Injuſtice of their Intentions ; 
for my part, I do not pretend to Juſtify or to 
Arraign their T 1 el T will not take upon 
me to divine what Motives influence their Acti- 
ons, not being willing either to renew or be- 
lieve any defamatory Suſpicions. OT 
The French and the Imperialiſts equally ac- 
cus'd of an extravagant Ambition, are not 
treated at the ſame rate for the Meaſures they 
take to com paſs their end; the Libels ſpawn'd 
by the Enemies of France only blame the one 
for ſome Rigours and Out- ſtretches of Autho- 
rity; the looſe Pamphlets of the Times load the 
credit of the other with Crimes and black At- 
tempts: Perhaps they are both Innocent alike. 
I am ſenſible how trifling and uncertain popu- 
far Judgments are of Princes whilſt living, how 
erroneous. and falſe the Diſcourſes of *em are 
- during their Reign; Ignorance or Paſſion, Flat- 
tery or Hatred, corrupts and infeQs all the Ac- 
counts we have of em. Truth is almoſt ever 
mask'd "and effacd when they are on the 
Throne, and we have only the thorough Diſ- 
coveries when they are in 90 Tombs. Allow. 
me then a wiſe and reſpectful filence of Mo- 
narchs pow Reigning ; Lal. only entertain 


ou with thoſe whom the common Law of 
Mortality, in levelling them with the meaneſt 


of their Subjects, has ſubmitted to the Scrutiny 


and Cenſure of all Men. I ſhall relate to you 
many Occurrences of a long date, and compare 


them with the preſent, and ſhall only aſſume 


the liberty to draw ſometimes ſuch Conſe- 
quences, as a very cloſe Reſemblance betwjxt 
one and the other might naturally ſuggeſt to 
20y reafonnle 8 

will write plainly and inartificially what 


the moſt faithful Relators have tranſmitted to 
Poſterity ; I will not mix any falſe Colours, or 


put in any aggravating Strokes to what I ſhall 
deſcribe, the naked Objects, and fo repreſented 
as I find *em in ſtandard Authors, are of them- 


ſelves ſhocking enough; for if we may believe 


Hiſtorians, the Spirit of Uſurpation animated 

the Houſe of Auſtria as ſoon as it ſprung up, 
and that it pretended to the Claim of Sove- 
reignty; and ever fince an exact Correſpon- 
dence in the Conduct and Schemes of all their 
Princes, has given ample Manifeſtations of the 
ſame Spirit: Let the means to ſupport an Uſur- 


pation be as black as they would, their Coun- 
cils have ever found ſome popular Varniſh to 


make em paſſable and indifferent; perfidious 
underhand Dealings, Frauds, mean Trickings, 
publick Violations of Treaties, and Infractions 


of Rights the moſt ſacred; the commiſſion of 


the moſt aſtoniſhing Crimes, Treaſons, Mur- 
thers, Aſſaſſinations, Poyſonings, Ambition, 


preſiding in their Souls, or in their Miniſterial 


Tools, 
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Tools, as Authors report, has juſtify'd, if not 
conſecrated all this heap of amazing Ills. But 
as it is impoſſible for one who writes in haſte, 
and with that familiar negligence which is al- 
_  low'd among Friends, not to forget a great 
many things which your abundant Reading can 
recollect, perhaps thoſe which I have preter- 
mitted, will render me ſuſpected for being too 
4% partial in my flattering of the Houſe of 
| HjlY ta. | | | 0] wt N 
Rodol ph Earl of Hapsburgh (who as I wrote 
ſometime ago to one of our common Friends) 
flirſt laid the Foundation of this Houſe; Rodolph, 
I fay, a private Courtier, and by common 
Fame a Domeſtick of Ottocare King of Bohemia, 
_ acafter having wquir'd a Reputation during the 
time of the long Wars which that King had 
with the Kings of Hungary, was choſen by the 
Switzers to be their Commander, the Defender 
of their Liberty againſt a Set of Confede- 
rates vvho vvould deprive 'em of it, and erect 
themſelves into High and Mightineſſes; the 
Title of Protector of the Helwetick Body ſatiated 
his ſoaring Humour at that time; but an un- 
look'd for friendly turn of Fortune inſpir'd him 
vvith Thoughts of a more exalted pitch. After 
the death of Frederic II. and a confuſed Jumble 
of Affairs for 22 years in the Empire, he vvas 
elected Emperor, and lull'd the unquiet Spirits 
into a temporary Repole ; then did he caſt the 
Deſign of that prodigious Advancement of his 
Houle, at the Expence of the Empire, and of 
the Princes of the Empire: His Projects 28 | 


Ann. 


effect at firſt ; then did he ſet on foot the long 
train of Uſurpations and Wrongs, which his 
Deſcendants, working on his Plan, have ſuper- 
latively out-done. VVV 

He projected at firſt daſh a Sovereignty for 
them in German), which made them ſo formi- 
<dable, that the EleQofs vvere obliged to yield 
up the Empire to them, and ſo by degrees it 
became Hereditary. He had a labouring fancy 
to find out Ways and Means, by ſly Pretences, 
to dgthrone a Crovvn'd Head; and, as if he 
had a mind to teach his Poſterity to be above 
all Conſcientious Scruples, vvhich ſome Sparks 
of Moral Vertues might excite in vulgar Souls, 
he not only reſolved to depoſe Ottocare his gra- 
cious old Maſter King of Bohemia, but ſucceed- 
ed in that infamous Diſloyalty. I 1 

He had fortify'd himſelf vvith an Alliance 
vvith the King of Hungar), at that time in Ho- 
ſtility vvith the King of Bohemia; he ſupplied 
| himſelf vvith Mony out of Italy, by ſelling the 
Royal Patrimony of the Empire, by entran- 
chiſing from the Imperial Tvuvay, Bolonia, Genoa, 
Florence, Lucca, and ſuch other Cities as by the 
Example of theſe vvould purchaſe their Li- 
berty: He maintain'd that Auſtria, vvhich 
Ottocare poſſeſs'd in Right of his Lady, as Heir- 
eſs of Frederic the laſt Duke of ' Auſtria, vvas a 
Maſculine Fief, and fell to the Empire for 
vvant of Heirs-Male. The unfortunate Orzocare 
vvas ſlain in a Battle vvhich he loſt near Vienna; 
Albert, Son of Rodolph, vvas hereupon Inveſt- 
ed in the Duchy of Auſtria, vvhich Name he 
E B aſſum'd, 
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aſſum'd, and tranſmitted to his Poſterity. 
*Tvvas not then time of day to invade Bohemia; 
but Albert, vvho by his Marriage vvith Elixa- 
beth only Daughter and Heireſs of the Count of 
Tirol, had joined to the Dominions of Auſtria, 
the County of Tirol, and the Dutchy of Ca- 
rinthia, vvith other Countries, vvas novv be- 
come ſo Potent, that his Father and He made 
no difficulty from that time to begin the Settle- 
ment of this Hereditary Succeſſion of the Em- 
pire, vvhich their Succeſſors at this day take 
{ſuch Pains to finiſh. El. 
Rodolph conve nes the Electors and Princes to 
Franc fort: He requires them to aſſure the Em- 
pire to his Son after him. 'Tho? he vvere de- 
feated of that Aim, and that after his Death 


Adolph of Naſſaw vvas Elected, and Crovun'd - 


Emperor, the Sage" ng of that Grand De- 
ſign had no other Iſſue but to kindle Albert's 
Ambition, and to vvhet him to brandiſh the 
Svvord of Terror; he lay about him on all 
fides to dethrone Adolph of Naſſaw ; he declar'd 
himſelf Emperor, by virtue of a forc'd Elec- 
tion, carry'd by a Tumult, and condemn'd by 
feveral Popes, he kilPd Adolphus vvith his ovvn 
Hand, in a Battle vvhich vvas fought near 
Worms, and by a new Election (himſelf ac- 
knowledging the Irregularity and Injuſtice of 
the former) he oblig'd the Empire to own him 
as Emperor : He demanded for his. Son the 
Kingdom of Hungary, which was refus'd him; 
but he had better luck in anothet Quarter, for 
he got him choſen King of Bohemia. In 9 

mm * = 


he became ſo odious by his Covetouſneſs, the 
Outrages he had committed, and the Uſurpa- 
tions he waded through, that his own Nephew 
John Duke of Swabia, whoſe Territories he had 
invaded, and violently detain'd, Aſſaſſinated 
him at Reingfeld, when he was at the Head of 
his Troops, compelling Bohemia to chufe ano- 
ther of his Sons their King, in the room of the 
other who was then dead, that thereby they 
might give the laſt Shackles to the Liberty of 
that Realm, which by the precedent Inroads 
upon it, was already very near expiring. | 
The Houſe of Auſtria has had ſuch Heads for 
its Riſe, and its Princes ever faithful Followers 
of the Maxims to Govern and to Aggrandize 
themſelves, laid down by their Anceſtors, muſt 
be very hardy to tax others with their W n 
Injuſtice and Tyranny, © 5 
Conſider, I beſeech you, the management of Authors. 
that notable Point, the Fiefs of the Empire in en:, 
thoſe early days, for it was a pretty Juggle to 37. Auron. 
decree *em ſometimes Maſculine , where the Sponde. 
Houſe of Auſtria had a mind to diveſt the law- SA. 
ful Poſſeſſors of em; and then again Feminine, 
when they would twiſt 'em in by a Marriage, 
ſo that they were either one or t'other, as they 
would more effectually ſerve a Turn; there- 
fore when the Houſe of Auſtria is to poſſeſs em 
they have calculated an apt Word for ſuch an 
uſeful purpoſe: in Germany, viz. Promiſcus. 
*Dis ſurprizingly admirable when a People is 
of that Mould as to ſwallow ſuch groſs Impoſi- 
tions; Fortune it ſelf muſt be thought to s 
p77 0 © ſpire 
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ſpire to gratify the Deſires of this Auguſt 
—_—_] Bs 
It knows all its Privileges, and it has had too 
long a Preſcription to let em drop: So the 
Emperor Leopold, who has feen all the King- 
doms of Spain fall into his Family by the Head 
of Women, now makes em all purely Maſcu- 
line Inheritances, alledging that they ought to 
belong to the Males of a more remote Line, 
preferably to that of the Daughter of the near- 
eſt : So he gives out that the Dutchy of Milan 
is a Maſculine Fief, as Auſtria was from the 
days of Rodolph, tho? the Inveſtitures of it (two 
of which are given by himſelf) do nominate 
Daughters, and veſt it in them in exprels 
Words. But it ſeems Inveſtitures have no Au- 
thority or Force, but when they are favourable 
to the Advancement of the Houſe of Auſtria ; 
and tho' they have been the celebrated Con- 
veyances of Right, they are invalid, if not im- 
pertinent, when they ſtand in the way of its 
mounting. OE | | 
At the ſame time that you repreſent to your 
ſelf Rodolph Inveſting his Son Albert with the 
Dutchy of Auſtria, a pretended Devolu- 
tion to the Empire, ſelling in 1:aly the De- 
meſnes and ancient Rights of the Empire to 
Enrich his dove © of a mean Count become 
a Prince: Not ſtopping there, but as Upſtart 
as he was in the Rank of Princes, puſhing on to 
place the Imperial Crown on his Son after him. 
Look upon Leopold, who without doubt chal- 
lengeth more Reſpect, and ſtrikes a * 
We 


Awe by the long Succeſſion of Emperors from 


whence he is deſcended, and by the great Oo: 


minions which he is Maſter of, who commands 
with more Reſolution and more Succeſs in the 
Empire, not like the Stadtholder of a Common- 
wealth, but as preſiding in a Monarchy of which 
he is born the Sovereign, who puts his Son up- 
on dem as King of the Romans whether they 
will or no, laughs at the Proteſtations made a- 
gainſt ſuch a biaſs'd Election, violates the 
Conſtitutions of the Empire, drives a pub- 
lick Trade with the Dignities of it, ſuch as 
new Electorates, and new Kingdoms; inſti- 
tutes them in open contempt of the Articles of 
his own Capitulation ſolemnly ſwore to, deſ- 
piling the {till more ſacred Engagements of the 
Golden Bull, overlooking all the ancient Precau- 
tions of the whole Empire, confirm'd and ſeaPd 
by the Peace of Munſter, on occaſion of the Pa- 
latinate of the Rhine being turn'd into an Ele- 
Rorate heretofore, as Hannover is no- w-. 
Obſerve how Bohemia and Hungary who were 
only look d on, and envy'd by Rodolph and A. 
bert, have not been able to withſtand the ar- 
dent purſuits of the indefatigable Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, but are at length depriv'd of their Ri 
of Election, ſtript of their Liberty, and of all 
their Privileges, are lock'd up in Leopold's 


Chains, and are become his Patrumony. When 
I compare. what has been attempted or con- 
triv'd by the firſt Empegors of this Houſe, with 
What is accomplih'd in our days, I think the 

—— to go th 0 
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with all Projections of his Predeceſſors, to ham- 
per with what Fetters he pleaſeth this over- 
grown German Body, theſe Renowned Germans, 
who are ſeated in the World in the room of the 
old Romans. How is it poſſible for *em to a- 
void being Slaves if the Electors continue, 
as they have done for near three hundred years, 
not to Elect freely, but to Crown by compul- 
 fion the Emperors of the ſame Houſe? Theſe 
Emperors will lodge in their Family the Fiefs 
of the Empire, according as they become va- 
cant by a deficiency of lawful Heirs, or by o- 
ther Accidents; theſe Fiefs being join'd all to- 
gether will make a Power more conſiderable 
than that of all the Empire: The Empire thus 
will be conſtrain'd ſometime or other to obey 
its Fiefs, and in truth will be no-more in the 
whole, than one Great Fief of the Houſe of 
Auſtria. IO» 

After the death of Albert, Germany had ſome 
Reſt ; Henry VII. of the Houſe of Luxemburg, 
was elected Emperor without any oppoſition : 
The Houſe of Auſtria was confounded at the 
Murther of Albert, but durſt make no Words 
of it; but as ſoon as Henry was dead (not with- 
out ſuſpicion of Poyſon, ſays Sleidan) it held 
up its Head again, Frederic Duke of Auſtria, 
and Son of Albert, pretended to repoſſeſs him- 
ſelf of the Succeſſion of his Anceſtors; at that 
rate did he treat the Empire already. Louis of 
Bavaria was in the mean time elected to his 
Prejudice, and was Crown'd at Aix by the Ele- 
cor of Mentæ; but Frederic got himſelf Crown'd 
$3309 * | | e 


(mn) 
at Bonn by the Elector of Cologne; Pope 
John XXII. allow'd 'em both Emperors, tho? 
Frederic was his greateſt Favourite. | 
Fierce Wars and frightful Diſſentions over- 
ſpread all Germany at this time; Emperors with 
different Titles, Eagles diſplay'd againſt Eagles, 
Germans againſt Germans, two Rivals diſpute 
for the Empire, but will allow no Umpirage 
without bloody Battles; ſo that twice in leſs 
than thirty years the Auſtrian Ambition brought 
in the Curſe of a Civil War, and made Ger- 
many become too ſadly a Field of Blood in a li- 
teral ſenſe. Theſe are the good Turns ſo often, 
(with Oſtentation) rung in our Ears by the Em- 
peror, and his Miniſters, in all the Diets of the 
Empire, and all the Courts where they Nego- 
tiate: Theſe, I ſay, are the ſingular Beneta- 
tions which tie the Germans ſo fait to the Im- 
perial Line. ie vo ff | 
Frederic dies, and being forc'd to relinquiſh a 
Title wickedly ſet up, went to lay his Bones in 
his Hereditary. Countries: After his time the 
Houſe of Auſtria, for near a whole Age, lay 
ſtill, and all its towring Projections kept cloſe, 
till Albert II. in the year 1438. ſet 'em on foot. 
He was elected King of Bohemia, King of Han- 
gary, and Emperor. This was he who began 
that long uninterrupted Succeſſion of Empe- 
rors, to this very Emperor on the Throne; but 
he did not ſurvive this ſignal Advancement 
above two years. | 
Frederic III. his Couſin, ſucceeds him in the 
Empire; and concealing his true ls 
tf  . "Unger |; 


ä 
under the falſe cover of Moderation and Bene- 
volence to the People, he made a vigorous At- 
taque on the Liberty of the Hungarians; he 
poſſeſs'd himſelf of the Perſon of young Ladiſ- 
laus V. King of Bohemia and Hungary, of whom 
he had been declar'd the Guardian and Pro- 
tector; and then ſeiz'd the Crown, and 
all the Royal Ornaments, without which 
the Hungariaus do not believe they can juſtly 
owna King: He detain'd 'em in deſpight of 

all the Complaints and Petitions of the People ; 
which obſtinate Refuſals irritated them to de- 
clare War againſt him, and at length he was 
_ obliged to deliver them their King. But this 


young Prince ſhortly after dy*d by Poyſon; and | 


the Hungarians, whochole in his room Matthias 
Corvin, could not Crownhim, becauſe Frederic 
{till kept, and refus'd to deliver up the darling 
Badges they were accuſtom'd to make uſe of in 
the enſtating of their Sovereigns. Ne 
He match'd his Son Maximilian with the 
Lady Mary, Heireſs of the Houſe of Bargund); 
this Princeſs did not live long after her Marri- 
age. The Guardianſhip of the only Son left by 
that Lady, gave Frederic and Maximilian a 
plauſible Handle to aboliſh the Liberty, and 
cancel the Privileges of the States of Flanders. 
Every Body acquainted with the Revolts, the 
Seditions, the waſting Wars with which Fan- 
ders was afflicted fo long on the ſcore of that 
unjuſt Enterprize : Tis known alſo how well 
Maximilian kept his Word, after the Peace ſo- 
temnly concluded and ſworn to, when he 


entred 


entred the City of Gaunt with 5000 Men, in- 
ſtead of 500, Which he was only by the Arti- 
i C0 77 
is undoubtedly on the bottom of an infinite 
number of Actions like this, and others which 
I have already related, with which the Hiſto- 
ry of the Houſe of Auſtria is overſtock'd, that 
it arrogates that unwarrantable Privilege, re- 
proachfully to object to the French King the 
leaſt ſeeming Contravenings to Treaties, the 
ſhorteſt involuntary Delays of the Execution of 
'em, and the taking away of ſome few. Carria-- 
ges of Cannon from Places entirely reſtor'd, as 
Crimes of the deepeſt enormity, as if that Houſe. 
did believe that it alone had Imperial Licenſe. 
to ſcatter Injuſtice, Violence,  Uſurpati and 
Revenge d ooo 1, 
Maximilian I. was elected King of the Ro- 
mans in the Life-time of Frederic, was Crown'd: 
Emperor after him, and he order'd the Titles of 
King of Hungary and Bohemia to be Inſcrib'd on 
the Tomb which he erected for his Father; He 
thought this. entitled him to diſpoſe of thoſe two 
Crowns to his Heirs: Tis with this Proſpect, 
that abuſing the mean Abilities, and the too 
reat eaſineſs of Ladiſtaus VI. Head of the eldeſt —.— ' 
ranch of the famous Jagellons (whoſe younger Fileni. NR 
Houſe govern'd Poland) and King of Bohemia t. | 
and Hungary: He made that Treaty with him Nieucler. 
which prov'd ſo fatal to the Liberty of ſo many Fra | 
People; the moſt Important Article of which Pai. 'V 
was, That for want of Heirs-Male of the Fo- Fovin 
ſterity of Ladiflaus, the Houſe of Aaſtria ſhould . 


ſucceed to the Kingdoms of Bohemia and Hun- varite. 
= 5 gary. 35 


gary. Twas alſo with the ſame Peſign, that 
as ſoon as he heard of the death of Ladiſlaus, he 
quitted 7raly, where his Preſence was neceſſary, 
to. reap advantage by the Seditions which the 
Guardianſhip of young Loa II. the Son of 
Laefess, might mie e n 
This malevolent Treaty, © equally contrary 
to common Right, to the Rights of the Em- 
pire, and to thoſe of the Kingdoms of Bohemia 
and Hungary, was attended with diſmal Cir- 
cumſtances at its Execution ſhortly after the 


dearn or Ezines, Lo it. --..: 
Louis II. who had married his Siſter Aune to 
Ferdinand the Grand-child of Maximilian, and 
who had, no Children by Mary of Auſtria, the 
Siſter of Ferdinand, was unhappily kill'd at the 
noted Battle of Mohats, that Saliman the Empe- 
ror of the Tarks won of him in the year, 1526. 
Ferdinand was elected King of Bohemia and 
Hungary, notwithſtanding the generous Oppo- 
ſition. of ſome Hungarian Lords, whoſe unſuc- 
ceſsful Efforts were, the. laſt Groans. of the ex- 


piribg Liberty of their Country, for ſo in pro- 
ceſs of time Bohemia and Hungary are deemd 
Hereditary Provinces of the Houſe of Auſtria. 
What a conſtant and, ſurprizing number of for- 
tuitous Events have concurr'd with the De- 
ſigns of this Houſe? Princes die poyſon'd, or 
are loſt in Battles, and ever at ſuch a nicking 
Juncture their death happens, that it is 9 
. . ary to correſpond with the meaſures which the 
Houſe of Auſtria hath taken, as if it had foretold 
the time. IS it blind Fortune that does all theſe 
prodigious Feats ? But it is not time yet for you 
n | TO eee 
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to make your Reflections hereupon, nor to ask 
of you, if a Houſe which owes its Eſtabliſnment 
to ſuch extraordinary and ſuſpected Methods, 
which has infring'd pl many Laws of the Em- 
pire, and violated ſo many other Rights, has 
yet ſome Complemental Reſpects paid it by all 
the World, when that faſtens the moſt outra- 
ious Reproaches on its Enemies who have 
1 — ſilent, for ſſome uncertain Injuſtices, and 
for the doubtful Non- execution of ſome Trea- 
ties; therefore J haſten to preſent you a larger 
and more magnificent Scene. o 
Hitherto I have only entertain'd you with 
the Preludes, and, as it were, the Infancy of 
the Houſe of Auſtria: *Twas under the Reign 
of Jupiter, in his Minority, that his Subjects 
found, when he was yet on the Earth, ſome Re- 
mains of Innocence and Simplicity. The Houſe 
of Auſtria yet contented it ſelf to Invade ſome 
private Countries, to contemn the Troops and 
the Authority of the Empire, to tear it in pieces, 
to uſurp its Fiefs, to diveſt ancient and lawful 
Lords of their Lordſhips, to augment its own* 
Patrimony by Confiſcations of theirs, and that 
Legerdemain Contrivance of Reunions, it had 
aſpir'd no higher than to plunder the Realms 
of Bohemia and Hungary of their Liberty, to 
make the Empire Hereditary, and to eſtabliſni 
over all Germany a deſpotick or abſolute Sove- 
reiner,. nie, 07 - 
*T was but only under Charles V. that it grew 
formidable by the Union of all the Kingdoms of 
Spain with bin Da intagiOREt then it 
openly ſet up for Univerſal Monarchy; it did 


no 


2 


vrrilas 


endebted for the 
tries, Which he had in Right of his Mother, to 
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10 more perplex it ſelf to find out plauſible 
Handles to ſupport a Claim, but believed every 
thing ſtood fair and ſmooth to help forward the 


Accompliſhment of ſo great a Deſign. 


In my diſcourſing of:Chartes' the 5th, I do 

not pretend to take his Character from his bit- 
ter Adverſaries, who reproach him with the 
Faults of his Anceſtors, and fay that he was. 
greateſt part of the Coun- 


the greateſt Crimes, and the blackeft Perfidi- 
ouſneſs. ine inggillugsm gem DL; 

I know that John of Arragon was held, in 
theſe laſt Ages, for a Prince of the higheſt In- 
juſtice; I know that Ferdinand the Catholick 
as been accuſed of many falfifications, and 


| breaches of his Word, I know that even Phi- 


lip the Firſt, that was the moſt Humane, the 
Juſteſt, and of the greateſt Moderation of all 
the Auſtrian Princes, has not been unſuſpect- 
ed of an ambition and a deſire: to Rule too 
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; Necipitate. Hiſtorians give out, that having, 


not deference enough for the laſt Will of 1/a- 
bel, who left to Ferdinand the Catholick, her 
Husband, the enjoyment of all her Realms for- 
his Life-tune : He very much promoted the 
Revolt of his Subjects, who call'd him in, and 
acknowledged him for their King, to the 


damage and diſhonour of Ferdinand, and after 
2 conſtrain'd that 


at aged Grey-headed 
Monarch to ſink his Purple, and to throw him- 


ſielf a miſerable Suppliant even at his Feet. 


'*T was perhaps the remembrance of the Hi- 
Roxical Relation, and the Example in his own. 


Fami- 


| 
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Family, which might forward the Emperor's Ap- 
probation of the Dethroning of a Father by his 
Son-in-Law. Pardon me this ſhort Digreſſion. 
I do not pretend, I ſay, to charge any thin 
upon Charles V. which was not his own Act; 
ſhould be happy, on the other ſide, if I could blot 
out of Men's Memories thoſe disfiguring Repre- 


ſentations (which ?tis pity they are intermix'd 


with ſo fine a Life as his, and which in other 


Points is ſo worthy of Imitation) which my De- 


ſign firſt laid down obligeth me to ſet ta view. 
The firſt Act of the Reign of this Great Prince, 


as young as he was, was the Treaty of Noon, 


which he made with Francis I. of France: He was 
in Flanders, and the neceſſity of his Affairs call'd 
him into Spain, where the People of Arragon would, 
in prejudice of his Right, ſet the Crown on his 
younger Brother Ferdinand. There was no way 
for him to go either by Sea or Land fo ſpeedily in- 
to Spain, as his Preſence was required, as through 
France ; which paſſage was granted him, he pro- 
miſing with ſolemn and the accuſtomed Oaths to 
reſtore Navarre to young Henry the Son of John of 
Albret, from whom Ferdinand had Uſurped the 
1 . . 
This Reſtitution was never made, nor the re- 
fluſal ever colour'd over by any fair Plea; he only 
.contented himſelf to confeſs before he dy'd, and 
to order his Son Philip II. by his Will to examine 


the juſtice or the Injuſtice of his holding the 


Realm of Navarre; ſix Months after the death of 


Maximilian his Grandfather he was Elected Em- 


peror; his Ambition in the dawning, and the 
dangerous Maxims of Weeks ſo ſoon diſcover'd, 


made 
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made thoſe who Elected him tremble, the Suffrage 
of the Archbiſhop of Triers, ( whoſe Family has 
been long ſince Perſecuted by the Houſe of Auſtria, 


x rien the Vote I fay of this Archbiſhop, who ſteadily 
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named Francis IJ. and who giving reaſon of his re- 
fuſal to concur with the reſt for the Election of 
Charles, wrote a kind of Prophecy of the Reign of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, and of the Deſtruction of the 
Liberty of the Germans, aſtoniſh'd them, they did 
endeavour to take Precautions againſt the Misfor- 
en 'wyich they fear'd, and which were foretold 
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They did not think themſelves ſufficiently guar- 


ded by the antient Conſtitutions of tlie Empire, 
which till then had maintained that equality of 
Balance betwixt the Authority of the Head, and 
the Privilege of the Members, by which the Budy 

of the Commonwealth was harmoniouſly preſer- 
ved; they addsd to *em a Capitulation, the uſe of 
which has been introduc'd, and ſince obſerv'd at 
alEleGtions: = 5 cf POT Haltet TAE 
The Capitulation is, as you know, a ſort of 
Contract which the Emperor enters into with the 
Empire, before he is declared Emperor, and which 
he ratifies as ſoon as he is Proclaimed, *twas con- 
eriv*d and put in practice the firſt time at the 


Election of Charles V. as a Barrier againſt his 


too Maſterly Authority, a weak and an uſeleſs 
Barrier, which never ſtop'd him, and which 
the Princes of his Houſe, his Succeſſors, have leap*d 
over more reſolutely than ne. | 213 
The Capitulation of the preſent Emperor con- 
fiſts of Forty ſeven or Forty eight Articles, ſcarce 
has he obſerv'd Four or Five of the leaſt AO 
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of 'em, all the other have been violated with a 
high Hand : Thave this Capitulation in my hands, 
and I am preparing to lay all the Violations of it 
before you, which perhaps you will not be unwil- 
ling to ſubmit to the eyes of the Germans, who ſut- 
fer them in Particulars, and would without doubt 
ſhew their Reſentment to hinder them, if they 
ſaw/em draw up in a Body. But let us come back 
to Charles V. and to the horrid Courſes which he 
took to oppreſs all his Subjects. ALA at 

Have you not obſerv'd in his Hiſtory this re- 
markable Place, and in my ſenſe monſtrous? when 
ſeeking to depreciate Francis I. whoſe Intelligen- 
ces in Germany diſturb'd him, he did not Bluſh (as 
many Scepters and Crowns as he was Maſter of) 
to make that King odious, to invent and write 
himſelf horrible Calumnies, and ſuſtained them 
by Suppoſitions more ſhameful than the Slanders 
themſelves. | . 
He caus'd publick Preachments to be made in 
Churches, that it was not for any private or par- 
ticular Quarrel that Francis I. made War upon 
him, but it was to ruin the Chriſtian Religion, to 
favour the Deſigns of the Turks, to- make a Di- 
verſion, and employ the Forces of the Chriſtians 
on the Rhine, whilſt the Infidels might attaque 
*em on the Danube. To make this ſtrange Con- 
ſpiracy of France againſt Chriſtianity be believed, 
there was Printed with the Emperor's Licenſe a 
Challenge, and a Recital of it, containing the Name 
of the Herald, the Date, and the Place of its be- 
ing Preſented, given to the King, when there was 


a great Confluence of Princes and Nobles with 


him; ſays William of Bellay, the Herald, as Charles 
r | r 
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| would have it be believed by his ptinted Papers, 


. the Herald, I ſay, had preſented to the King a 


Sword, forg'd in Flames on one fide, and on the 
-ather enamePd with Red, and had declared that 
this Sword ſignified the dead-doing War with 
Blood and Fire which the Emperor his Maſter de- 

nounc'd againſt him, unleſs he would come off 

from his unhappy and damnable Alliance and Con- 
ſpiration which he had made with the Turk, a- 

gainſt Chriſtians, and the Chriſtian Religion. 

There was not any one in Germany that was not 

in a fit about it, and that did not give credit to 

to the Challenge vvhich was Publiſhed : Was it to 

be Preſum' d, that a Prince that made ſuch a Fi- 

gure as the Emperor did, vvould have ſent it with 


ſo unpraQtic'd and in ſuch an aſtoniſhing manner, 


if he had not been well aſſur'd and inform'd of 
the Truth of that vvhich he advanc'd againſt a 
Prince of ſo great a Character as the King of 
France? The Perſwaſion of its Truth was ſo ſtrong, 
that when the Lord of Langey ſent by Francis I. to 
negotiate conſiderable matters for the common 


e Ho G OT was ſtar'd upon and ſhun'd by every 


One as a Monſter : His old Friends thought they 
did him a mighty Office of Friendſhip, if to hin- 
der him from being torn in pieces they hid him 
in a Barn: It fell out luckily, that it was the time 
when Merchants came in from the Fair of Lyons, 
and were going to that of Strasburg; he ingag'd 
his Friends to examine *em publickly, and to ask 
them what news in France: they found that they 
knew nothing of the matter, that they had heard 
nothing of a Herald, or a Sword, or of the extra- 
ordinary Challenge which made ſuch a Noiſe in 

| 8 : Germany, 
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_ Germany, and which rendered the Name of the 1 
King ſo deteſtable there; they were ſenſible al fo 
by their Diſcourſe, that at that very time when 
the Writings of the Emperor did bear them in | 
hand, that his Challenge was imparted to the King 
at Lyons; that Prince was not there, he was at 
St. Chez, at St. Rambert, and at Mombriſon, proba- 
bly in a Progreſs ; the Date, the Place, the Wit- 
neſſes all overthrow the Suppoſitions of Charles V. 
the diſgraceful Artifice was laid open, the oppro- 
brious Blot was wip'd off by all the World: Lan- 
gey had his Audience, and executed ſuccesfully 
the Orders of the King his Maſter. Under what 
— Denomination ſhall we rank a Politick Fetch fo 
new and unheard of, not only amongſt Chriſtians, 
and Princes, but even amongſt the Vulgar? But 
what ſerious Reflections ſhould the remembrance 
of this Hiſtory beget new in the Breaſts of the Ger- 
mans? The Emperor Leopold begins to ſpread the 
like ungrounded and falſe Reports againſt the King 
of France, or againſt the EleQtor of Bavaria; they 
_ and ſell in Vienna Copies of Propoſitions made 
y,.one or. t?other to the Turks, and ſent by the 
Turks'themſelves to Vienna; they expoſe ſurrep- * 
titious Copies of Letters intercepted from the 
Elector of Bavaria, or from the Elector of Cologne; 
they diſperſe amongſt the People a thouſand other 
Libels of as little Credit: Will not the Germans 
t be convinc'd,: that this Intelligence with the 
urks, ſo unreaſonably laid to the Door of its 
Enemies by the Houſe of Auſtria, is its never-fail- 
ing Buckler and Shield? - oo 1 
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And a Aſeduſa's Head ſo often expos'd to make 
Men ſtupid and blind to their true Intereſts, in- 
ſtead of being deeply ſurprized at ſuch Manage- 

ment; Men ought to arm themſelves againſt the 
Managers, and ſpeedily unite with thoſe who 
have been ſo falſly branded as Diſturbers of their 
Country, when indeed they are the trueſt Pro- 
tectors, and the only Defenders of it. What I have 
communicated to you out of the Memoirs of Bella 
is flight and harmleſs, in compariſon of what is 
farther to be collected out of d em; do not expect 
that I ſhould enlarge my ſelf farther on ſo un- 
grateful a Subject: I wiſh you could Divine the 
reſt, and ſave me the nauſeous trouble of expreſ- 
{ing it, or that there could be a Salvo for my word: 
given, that I might over- paſs the reſt in a pre- 
neee taufe 
Charles V. in order to conquer France, the gain- 
ing of which Kingdom would have perfected his 
Project of an Univerſal Monarchy, wav'd the 
more dilatory Methods of Lying, and Slander, a- 
gainſt which the French Nation was proof, and 
got together a very formidable Army; with which 
in 1535, or 1536, he fell into Provence; he ha- 
rangu'd his Soldiers, gave em the Reaſons of that 
Expedition, and did aſſure em by his Conduct, 
that their Victory ſhould be certain. But what 
Meaſures hie could take to ground this braving 
Aſſurance on were not viſible; neither did it ap- 
pear, or does yet, from what Quarter any Succours 
could come to him: For he withdrew his Army 
without doing any thing, and took leave of it as 
ſoon as he came into 1taly; but very near the ſame 
2 Ps | | time 
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time thiat this Deſign upon Provence broke out; 
the Dauphin of France was Poyſon'd by the Infa- 
mous Sebaſtian of Montecuculi, a Native of Ferrara, 
who found means to make himſelf one of the 
Houſhold of that Prince in the Poſt of Cup bearer, 

and who, as tis whiſper'd, did but execute one 

part of his Abominable Intention 
He was Accus'd, and taken into Cuſtody; his 
Indictment was form'd and drawn up in the Pre- 
ſence of the Princes of the Blood, of the Knights 
Companions of the Order _ - of the Lords 
and Barons of the Realm, of the Legate and Nun- 
cio of the Pope, of the Embaſladors of England, 
Scotland, Portugal and Venice, and all the Italian 
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and German Lords, which then in great Numbers #ilarion de 
adorn'd the Court of Francis I. The Perfidious Cf 4+ 
Poyſoner, who was convicted and drawn in pieces Se 
by four Horſes, declared (perhaps falſly in his In- 
_ terrogatories) that when he was preſented to the. 
Emperor, the Emperor ask'd him, If he was ac- 
inted with the order and way which was uſually taken 
the Ning at his Meals? Certainly, if there had 
not been ſomething elſe in the Wind, as Bellay ob- 
ſerves, if the Drift had been only to ſurprize ſome 
Cities and Towns in France, the Emperor needed 
not to have ſtep'd ſo far out of his way as to pry 
into the King's Bill of Fare, or his own Oeconomy 
at the Table. But it is yet plainer, that if 
France by ſo horrible an Undertaking had been 
robb'd of its King, and the reſt of the Children of 
the Blood (for *tis vehemently ſuſpected that Mon- 
tecuculi was engag'd to diſpatch *em all with a le- 
zelling Poyſon) and had then been invaded by 


Charles 


Charles V. already Maſter of ſo many Kingdoms, 
F __.- might he not, by an abſolute Sovereigaty, have 
given Lawstoall Europe? e ene 
But let us imagine the beſt that we can, and 
even too againſt all probability; let us believe it 
impoſſible, tor the Honour of Humanity to be true, 
rather than ſg Great a Prince ſhould be thought 
capable of ſo black an Action, yet ſtill it muſt be 
granted that the Houſe of Auſtria, which lies un- 
der ſuch odious Imputations, muſt not at an 
rate be ſuffer d to tarniſh at this time the Auguſ 
Houſe of Bourbon by lying Stories, to whom its 
greateſt Enemies have not objected any thing 
= which looks like a Crime. | | 
= . There is ſuch a Croud of other Actions of 
Charles V. and of his Succeſſors in Germany that 
= occur to me, that they cannot be cramp'd in the 
. compaſs of a Letter, unleſs I ſhould ſwell it to the 
bulk of a Book: Give me your Favour then to 
ſtop a little, and that I may reſerve for another 
Tok the remainder of my Collection and Refle- 
' tion. r r 3 


Jam, Sir, 
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